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10 - 11 JUL 7!1 
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21 - 23 AUCi 7 ll 

24 - 25 AUG 71J 
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6 28 S:C?. 
,....:, : . ..,. 

29 SEP - 4 OCT 74 

5 - 11 OCT 74 

11 OCT 7 !: 

12 OC'I' 74 

13 OC'I' - 2 NJ'l 7/' I Cj 

15 OC'l' 74 

12 NOV - 2~ DEC 74 

24 - 31 DEC 71l 

c:.; )''-''''- 1 moves from USS KITTY HAWK 
t c; IF: S riii'REldl" 

.. ,ct,,'"""':~GJ1 Change of Command at NAS 
J'l;54ro.mar 

-Po:;t deployme-nt standdown 

-Aircrew training at NAS Miramar 

-ACM,AIC and li''CLP Training at NAS 
rti.ramar 

-Transit COlJUS to IJAS Norfolk/Oceanc-

-Sq:.:ac:ron onload USS Al'.JERICA 

-GARQljftL8 US3 fJvJERICA 

-Cyclic OPS U3S A!'IERICA 

... Inport; N-or:LJ:!.l·: 

-NATO Exercise Northern Merger 
0.bcard USS AMEPICA 

-Inport Portsmouth, England 

-Enroute Norfolk 

-Flyc~! to NAS Oceana 

-J\rrive Norfolk/transit CONUS to 
NAS ftt:! .. "amar 

-idrcrew training at NAS Miramar 

-Atrcr~ft Col'dftional Evaluation 
~ llC:E) Prcg:L..,arn undertaken. First 
airnr3ft inducted 155876. 

-AC~l and AI.c; tra~_ning at NAS Miramn.; 

~-'l'<;?GUN ACl<i cra:L1L1g at NAS Miramar 

··!\GtiJ, A::c c.cld I•'CL? tr<tining at NAS 
·-.. ~_-:_ :c O.!.Tl.ar 
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23 - 26 Ai'il ~~.' 4 

26 - 30 APR '('4 

1 - 13 MAY 74 

14 - 18 MAY 74 
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·-· l; u 7' .~~ 

2 JUL 7 )J 

3 0 ,TFL , .. '· - . ~ ! ' 

8 JiJL 711 

9 JUL 74 

· L -:>c: _,,_ .,,o.:o"Pi-:cr operations in South 
C·J\:t ;.Jq_ ;:_~;~.1 OP.A.REA 

-Fnl"cutcJinport Subic Bay 

--Enruutu/Inport l·lani1a 

-LC''JC\1 c:n"rier operat;ions in South 
China Sea OPAR:CA 

-Enroute/Inport Subic Bay 

.--Enroute Indian Ocean 

-Carrfer Operations in Indian Ocean 

-I;:;.port ~iombasa, Kenya 

-Carrier Operations in Indian Ocean 

·-I aport Singapore 

-Enroute Subic Bay 

-Inport Subic Bay 

--Ca:r.rler operations in South China 
Sea OPJ,REA 

-Inport Subic Bc.y for CTF-77 
Change of Command 

-Er.route Hong Kong 

... Inport Hong Kong 

--r.arrlc:::' upe::>::tiC'-ns/Enroute Subic 

--Inpor{; Sub:tc Bay 

-E~route CCIJU.S 

-Ar:~:lve Nn~th Ialau~ 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

Fighter Squadron TiVJ T!11R'i'C'SN is c'l component of Carrier Air Wing ELEVEN e.nd ~s homepo:::>'G8ci 2.'c i;be Naval Air Station Miramar, Califo'-'nia. 'I'he p:.'i·~mry m::_csion of this 11cilonnell Douglas F4J equi~ped Fighter SQuadron is to provide allweather air superiority for the fleet. The secondary mission of the squadron is to supplement the Air Wing attack capabilities for conventional weapons delivery. Commander Roger W. Brown Jr., .USN wa< the Commanding 0fficer from 15 June 1973 l<nc:D hl.s relief on 12 July 1974 by Conm<'cnd<Or Robert I. He:J.sner J1'. , G3ii duri'1g ceremonies held at NAS Mira:t!.a:;.:-o. 

nP:SRA'f.'IONS -·--·----·--
'I'he beginning of calcmc'·:.r year 1974 four,5 VP-213 part:lcl.pat:ing in CAHQTJI\.I, aDi carrieP OPS refresher training in the South China Sea C~area. These operations were conducted in anticipatio;1 of a forthcomi·1g ID.dian Ocean deploy!".en-~, 'P:e Black Lions flew many and varj_ed mlssions during th8lr first line period of 1974. These included Combat Air Patrol, Strike 1-lissions, Flak Suppression and eight sorties flovm in S'--lpport of anti-a:!.r-vmrfare exercises, In addition, on 9 January, VF-213 supplied four aircraft as part of a firepower demonstration for the crew of the KITTY HAWK and her e$corting ships. This incluced two Blac'o: Lior. airc!'aft firing~ t.IM-9~ Sidewinder r.Jissiles at simulated targets. 

A two week i'1por·c psPiod necessi~c~teG man.y Field Carrier Landing Practice sessions at l'!,-,2. :;;.~bi Point_ as Black Lion aira!'ews polished their sktlls for t~e second line period, aboa;~d iJS[; KI'l''l'Y HA'WlL 'rh:l:s -~ec,ond line period, in the 3out!l Chj_na Sea Opare2., was final preparation fol' the upcoming ln5tan Oc0an dep".c~·,ae::,t, 'Ihe highlight of this brief line period ~a~ the firin~ cf thl'ee AIM-7D Sparrow missiles and one /iiN-9B SidewLFlcr missile. 

The last j_,1)or·t period :>rior to thei;• Injj_ac-J Ocean deployment foun i. V?-213 alrcre;qs part: clps·::.~ng .1.n J'cir Combat Hanuevering exercises. Th:l.s tPa:,.ning 1·-'as l·;c1cor[l·'J. QY alJ,, sj_nce aircr2ws h'O.O. not had a channe to e:<er•::ise ·i;heir ACM skills since "'.eploying from C'a:1 ,-,L~go ~en NoYen;ber of 1973. In addlt:lon, t;1c llvo 1~eek in;Yn·~ ;.,eriod 7JRs hectic indeed for tht:: ::;1alntenan{~e Dept:.lltnc,_!t ·:)f VF-213" In add=i::~ion to their normaJ. duties, maintfmance personnel were charged with the incorporation of four aircraft modifications to all of their F'-IIJ fighters. 'l'r:ese modifications included 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

incorporation cf Charger Blu0 and Pride ECM systems into 
all aircraft. Maintenance oel'SC>WL:i. were to be commended 
for their over 1800 manhour- effort needed to sucessfully 
complete all aircraft mod:: fica Uo:.1r. 

In late February, folJ.oi:ing t·.~o o.ays of CARQUAL 
refreshers off tlle coast of' tlw l-'hilippines, VF-213 
deployed to the Indian 00ean aboard USS KITTY HAWK. 
During this deployment over 200 sorties were flown, 
incluciing CAP, AIC, AA1i1EX, Strike missions and n limited 
amount of ACM mis.sions. The highlight o:t' the c.eployment 
occured in e 'lJ"ly Apl"i."l.. After a week of prepara tio::~, the 
Blac1: Lions !J<:cti.::ipated i_n a ci:o.y long show of airpovrer 
for the Shah of !ran. Darin~ this demonstration the Black 
Lic~s fired ai~ to air miR~iJ.es anJ dropped various air to 
ground ordnance, demonBtr01ti:1g to the Shah a~d all other 
obser-vers the c;ersatiJ.ity of the F-LlJ Phantom. 

Hetul"ni;Jp; t::: Sq'J:i e Ray on the :uo;t of l"!ay, t:1e Black 
Lions spent t.h'"~- ~-~'2-t::J,::~~ l~:,pc;:'1t r-:ceparing for th13ir upcoming 
line period in the South China Sea Oparea. ~he highlight 
of' t:1is , ine pee_-~ cci su'l the Black Lions participatint'; in 
another shew of airpower, this time for l1igh level officials 
of the South Vietnamese Government. Once again the United 
States projection of pm~er was demonstrateci by the KITTY 
HAviK carriEcl' to.sk force a~ld air will:O:. 

After a much de se1•ved one week stay in Ho:1g Zo•'lg, the 
Black Lions spent their last line per-iod of this cruise 
enrout0 to 8Fbie: BE1.y. _f\-,_ f'·>:-~·-"' o~.~:e week in Subic Bay the 
Black Liens began tLe lc:::g trao.lSit to COli'US :c.board USS 
KITTY HA\IIK. 

Arriving i•1 San D:te;o on 10 July, the Blacl~ LianG 
began a short five Heek t::>aining cy.:;lc in pr.:opa:,:o.tj_on for 
their deployment &boo:>:>d ;:ss AMElliCA ( CVJ\-66). First on 
the agenda :~!as ·:-. th0r.-::1J~~1:.:. revieN in tl12 e1a:::~ s·.~:.>Jm of 
instrument ,Ol"o .. :·.c]du~es <~-::: tc- J.sed ::t.rc:-tnd ?ti\..S ::·,r::; T :=~!'18..-~' ~ After 
the e.ircre\IJ }~8·\~te";.Jed tllo.i.r p::·ccedures ±l·.~. the classroor.:, 
they fle~-.r a.'L leeBt on2 in:~trument rr.::freshG:r tc ::-ea-famil
j_arize th::;meeJ.\res ''lit~L r.:~p~ :;ositi:ve C•"-'IJJtro}. Pl"0Cedu:res. 
The next th~ee ~Pe1cs we~'e Epent flying AJ:c and ACT~ refresher 
hops. Th2 lc:.st ~A;eek pr:~_op tc dc:=ployn:snt to U.SS Arrr.:~RICA 
ltJa.s spent gP.~t:l~-~~_o: ta~"ll~Jng iJrA..ctice anU. in..:~en.otve Ft-2J.C 
Carriel"' L9~2!c1·i.:lg l'r.3.c+::l C.P. h~_:L c;•.r::T.ng thP: CJC]_P the 
}Jainten:J.:-J.Ce :!)c-;p:;.::-.--cme~r~-- t:e:;:-:fr,:::,·.r.Je6 \:.;5.tt. t~:e>lP usna~ '~xcellence, 
provtdJ.l--lg A.J.rcra:.:t tc r~upl·-···:..c~~; the fl:i c;ht schedu~:>~ R~1.d 
e;et·:;Jng alJ squndr•on aJ.J::'c:::--c::.ft :c:c:-?.dy foP the upcc-;nir:g transit 
to NilS Oceana, J:-'i·.v:J.ly, fr<Ji:: 21-23 !;L!:;v,st t:he SC!'l2dPon and 
a1l .its aircraft m.ude the- iil07c to NAS 0Gcana ~ · 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

After a wee\< cf 4Dtcnsivc: Crii~~L"\L, and carrier OPS 
refresher trai.ning off the "h.i.'!/cr,; '-"- C''>clst during which the 
B1aclc Lions flew 100% or· <e:' :L S'!hcc··,;_~,LL' sorties due to 
anotlwr splendid mainternnce ef'.F\,;· ':, the squadron deployed 
aboard USS AJI'IEI\l:CA for the NATO conducted exercise Northern 
Merger. During t;·,e trans.:.t. ;,,) the.· "Torth Atlantic the Black 
Lions participa.tCLd in a l1'J.:mber or" be:Lefings. All hands 
were briefed on the p~oc~dures of a new carrier and air 
wing. In addit:i.on, aL~ h&rids clicre thoroughly briefed on 
the special problems presECnted by •::old wEOather operations 
with pitchil"'g decks, someL:1ing seldom seen on a \'JESTPAC 
cruise. Aircrews were briefed thoroughly on recognition 
of' Soviet a1Y and :.•urfa.ce ·cb;'eats, OraEro;e Force air and 
surface threa~P, ~CM, ECCM, overflight intercepts and CIC 
r~ro~:-8(ll>.re:::~ &ncn~ ~~ther thJ.r~gn ~ 

Du1..,j ng a. ~)or·Gi·.;n ur ·';_;_12 tra::-v:;~L t from Nor·I'olk to the 
North Atla::t;:i_-:; _ ··J?--:>13 w:lc r-'acPd on Alert 5 posturce in 
e.nticipatJ•.Yi-:. cf _oos~J:i'.L<! ,=~ :>J"Tl.~t. rd_:(<"!l':;.!.ft over:fli_ghts. 
The airc~ca"C ~~ ·/,rc,~t.'e con f_~ ~;v, --~rl v:.~. ·vr u 000 g9.11on centerline 
tE' .. nk.s 2 .. ':,.Jj:~-?'E· -~~ Sp::_,.?1'C':·: rrd.:~siJ·~~~ on the aft ft;.3elag8 
stations an0. ~;_ ~:~_lfvi~- :~c: ~~~J.dev.:in1(:.:' missile on each inboard 
wing sta~ion. Than, an 'l2 Septe~ber, a Black Lion aircraft 
was laun.ched ·tc :1.nt:t2r::->.cpt~ and e,:::c•:l\..,t a Russian Bear 
reconnaissance a1rcraf~ approach1.ng the ship. The intercept 
was accomplished e.t a r<:?.;>ge of over lOO milss from the 
AMERICA, and NH-106 l'endezvous on the Bear as :Jriefed. 
When the Bear lla:5. LLC'ne,i 2.way .trom the ship and posed no 
further threat, NH-106 wa;3 cleare,d to return to homeplate. 
This was net the Black Li0~! last opportunity at a Soviet 
ovcrf':_ighi~ il•.-~er·c·'"-'Vt 9 ho1·Je7cr; as the Black :-:Jions completed 
~)ver ten B~a:~- inteJ'eep·t--t~ ,~~::>:i ~.:\.;ro Badger intercepts in the 
next two m:oeks ., Y:-., :lC'd-· •~J.c.·1, ~'CJ.ack Lion aiPcraft 
simulate<l e..n a··Jcr>CL~:~~ ct ~v.~·J OrctLf~r: Fo2ce kills per day 
during the ten day long cxerciae Northern Merger, despite 
sometimes adverst:: 1-;reatT.:.-2r ccn<U .. i: J.cns Q Exercise Horthern 
Merger was considerG~ 2 ~u0c2ss hj. all and n good 
indoctrinatio:-:c l'Jto c0Jd wcathcl', heavy sc?as opePations. 
r\~'t;(;r ,J :'ivr::. tin.~_;; st~-3~/ ~:.·--:. ?o:rot;s~.1~0nth~ Eng~Lf1.n'~-:- the RJ.ack 
J~:'~.orJs V-Te~e at;-~ai!1 bvunr~ ~:·'J:t' :;oNUS a.l<: loc!..-:~,_;_.,_g -~\Y':"/iC:...t'd to 
tbelr return to ~.rn I'C."r.r?.P :ro:t: a /lucl: r~:(~ser-;_;ed s>-?ven month 
·::;u.rncu:"ounr~ befo.::c t.hs::.r ~'2.:-:r. 1{8~8~-l<:..-:--: cr-:.:.i..se a.L~"'-"':.rd TJSS 
IUT'i.'Y HAl•!L 

Return:~_l!f: t-·_, NAS I'·lirC:U!~J.:r· ~v: 12 r<! r0ber ~ ti.J,_..: Biack Lions 
again f:.ew :!..nr: :.;::·" .. .nnen;:. -.~2i.,_,.~ 0 ~.r;.~ .. r fl:J .. rl·~~· .. s r.:n(~. ·t~.~c .. ~a 1)l:~san a 
night: AIC ::·.1· -~.J .. g_hv;:; 0 ~:_::--. p:i.·c:~..r-3.2a·:::!. ::n :::\-,r an ~J.r-.-:~~nning intensive 
~\Crll ;::y1l2.f-.',J.~, ·:;;! ::; I3~_z""l..c;i,~ :;JJ::~·-:s t,,--:.g:.~n fly :i.J.:g o:-1-"7"1 \-o?i.""'S'..L-:: 0n.P 
and twc ·vE.:rsu~ o~:l..-~ t?.c't:i('<' ~3rJr•ti.es ar:~---d~.1st ·:..:l~e·~ -~- S<(.Jadron 
•nates .. OL J. 2 1'-L) :J(~:nb;~r t:b._; i3:L8.C-~'.- ~~iOr'l:::. br::gan tl>: _: r 1l10PGUN 
ACI\1 syll:3.bu.:::_., fi~:;l-.tj_ng TO~·c-T:r· A----~l{s, ?·-': 7 s ;~.nd r.-:'···33 1 s. 
Star·Cing t:wo ve:2sus one!) th.e ~·~}c~.ck Lion,c:~ prot:S::·essed to the 
two versus two e_-~"'.ma by c'fcrli'' l:-scember. By '>lw end of the 
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OOUF'IDEN':FIAL 

year a ll aircrews had f l own numerous hops against TOPGUN 
adversaries . ~Jhile engage~ i :n the ;iOI'CWN syllabus, the 
Black Lions utilized the Ai r Combat Manueve rjng Range 
(ACMR) near Yuma, Arizona t o the ful l est extent possible. 
Ut i lization of ACHR ena bles a:!. rcre~':3 to c':l.ebrief tactics 
hops while wat<.;I:..;.ng vidG0 tap es of the fights they have 
just engaged in, leaving n othing to memory and enabling 
any and all mistakes to be ob j ectively analy zed. All 
will agree that ACMR is l ndeed an extren~e ly valuable 
training aid u~ed to enhance a ircrews ACM expertise . 
Fi nally , the close of 1974 saw VF-213 conducting FCLP 
training ~.n preparation for ~n up c oming CARQUAL refre sher 
aboard USS !~JI''IY HAI.tlK in J a nuary of 1975 . 

'I'il.e o ff}.C! ers and mtm of Fi;:.;hter Squadron T~\fO THIRTEEN 
are proud of the::.r man~:r ck~hievemer.:ts d'.~ring .:;alender year 
197lL Equ~ppc.:~cl ~d.t.:h ti:1e ravy ~s F-4J aircr aft and h :tgh ly 
polir.hed f5.gbte;~ cro:::t.o!3, the ''Black L~ions n fulfill .. ~d all 
assigned misGl0ns whilo u~~olding i ts rep11tation as the 
f::nest f :tghter squa<-i ~--,~·:-.'. J.r. the United Stctes Navy . 

SafetY- 1974 

1. Tot al hours flown: 
dRy: 

n i ght : 

2 . CVJ:~. land j.ngs : 
c1a:' : 

n..i.. gJ:r~ : 
tot(ll: 

3. Aircraft Accidents 
a . l -75A LT 

train:lng acc1 ~~ent; on 
No7.:s: vrr-... ;.?.13 nc~;; 

S?ECIAL TOPICS 

2335.5 
1 808 . 3 
527.? 

::,>l 
c~ .~·, ~ 

8'{3 

- cne major aircraft a ccident o ccur~ed: 
CW02 _...__ Operational 

o7embc r ~155895. 
<.~. !'l •"'·l P:i"o:!d (·espo: ~G ~b .~ . J i.:~v foro :1cc ~dent . 

The "Elac!c L:1.ons!1 of VF -21 3 v;e:::e :i.avo:_~_ree j_it f~ .at:.mber 
of notabl<:': ach~LP7~~ent~ [!.!"!d contrib utio:1.:' clurir!g naJ.cnder 
yea r 19 7:~ . ~.7}1' •.. :;: :~3 was k!;;-; ·k ~ ,:: ::~s o:v· :"'f· ·i.:}'Je f:i.::."'si:: F- LI,J 
s a uadrons t•-. :l.~'J:0rpo ~.' e;. ·~e ·t:J:i ~': ':harg(•'· ' :nue a:1(l ·~ri ti :~ ECM 
..... ; stem<:! ., ,..._ , ... . -- ;.... ,_, .•. ,.,· j:~··~ r-:·.., · ·· :··,. I''t-r>;n,, "' t..,o ··r•-·ek ·itl'DC·J.·~~--: p~.,..i o..;: 1. ) , _\;• ,J ..; ~, ~'--.:t.•.·l . ~,, ,~ .. •, .\. . ... J . .... · ... l_~ - ·' " .. ... . -~- .. 0 .. , -. • .. _ - · -- ' · .. - ·'- \,(. 

in J.i 'cb:>u.J.i~;y· th :..: ~-1::ll~ !.J.::2i'"! ?.l-,-:: ~ i.~ ~:"t-:~.1:' .~me1:t: cxpent5~c1 ~G,)re t-han 
1800 m.'ln.C'wu:r.'3 i:-!corporat:! ~ ··~ ·~:}ws~ sy::: t ::m3 . Ti'} ~ .:; "'a;:; in 
f:l.<ld:!. t ion to the: ~ !rYt'rroal m~ir:te!~:l~1{; 2 eff'ort neeuc- ·.i to :::u.pport 
&u a verage af sj~ sorties per day . Vor their efforts , the 
Illlu :tntena.r:~e Depe.ctment wc:re :ln\l2ecl to b~:~ corr::,;,~n5Gd . 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

During thC' C'ourse of the'.r• crulsA, in addition to flying 
hundreds of their many and varied missions, the Black Lions 
also partiaipoted in two major airpower demonstrations, one 
for the Shah of Iran and the other i'or high level officials 
of the South Vte tnam"se Go\-ermaen"C. Both demonstl'-'>t:'.ons 
were considered huge suceesses. Tl1ese successes were due 3 

of course, to the many long hours spent by every man 
involved in practice, preparation &ld maintenance needed 
to support such an undertak:tnr;. 

During the cruise, the 5lack L1ons Sllccessfully fired 
nine AIM-9B r:nd i1TN-')G Sidewinder and eight AIM-7E-2 
Sparrow m:icJs:!.les. In adclltion, VF-213 dropped over 
50, 0\0•J pour·.ls of live ordnance. 'l'his accompllshment, wh5.le 
not as imprer;3::.ve BB !clw.se achiev2r'i during the war years, 
must nonet;Jel-~ss te considerecl. notable conoidering the 
probl.ems :Lmp '''d upor: VF'--213 u·ue to the neHly initiated CV 
Carrier Ccmcq. ~, ••-•hJ.ch :Ln ·luder". c1:•o•;rced c1e0lc loading and a 
much greater demand f::>~ shop working spaces as a result of 
additional S(;·,·.adronf' bulng assigned to the air wing. 

Arriving b'1.r:\: at l!AC: ffJiramar on 10 July, the Black Lions 
began a short fi1re weei; trainins -cycle in preparation for 
their deployment aboard USS Ai,1ERICA (CVA-66). Notable during 
this time period was the splended maintenance effort put 
forth in getting acl squadron aircraft ready for the transit 
CONUS to NAS Oceano'. during the later part of August, while 
at the same time pro·vidir.s the numerous aircraft needed to 
support the intensive ~~CLi' training at Mirauar prior to 
their dep1o~·ment co the E: .. 0t Coast and Northern Merger. 

While engag8d :tn Ct,H"'UALS aboard USS Af•lERICA, VF-213 
participated in the continued evaluation of the newly 
instituted toueh c.nd go program designed to g].7e air crews 
as many looks at the deck as possible durins tne :chort 
time frame alloi;ted to 'chem. After completing one week of 
CARQUJI.LS anc1 cs·clic ops 'me spending one w~F'c inport Norfolk, 
the Black L:!.ons we:'e proud of i;heir accompLi.shrr.snta j n 
intercepting over a do7en Russian overflights and simulating 
kills on o':er ~i·:enty Ol•ar,ge Fo:"ce a;_rcraft wl'ile working in 
conjunctlon v!ltt our NJ\'1'0 friends. Nore notable, l1oi'Tever, 
was the me!intcn::r:-ce eff'ort put forth to p:c>ovid2 the aircrews 
with the asse'cl' necessary t·.o perfoT:n these acc::>mplishments. 
wo~king under +.~Je ad7erf' e condi tior.,s of high winr'is, heavy 
r.;G-8.0 an( i';._:: ~.P f.r0ez.-!.r>7 ',-v~ec~t"her_~ something seJ.dorr. see"i.'l 

dur1;:1g c. ~-J28'1!"·.:~(; cr-u~'L;j,:>, t~~:t... v:_:• .... :-~13 Mal:ntene.nce Depar··t;mcnt 
performe0. splemUdly in '·- c;, .. lnP, the 'lquadron ""-l'cn:ft ln a 
high state of :c·oc-.di:1ess. :S'or ~;~.is accc'!lplis':nnent t{;"' Blac){ 
!,i>Jn matntenancc personnel o.:•e truly to be commended. 
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OONFIDEN'!'IP,L 

Returning to NAS f·ilramar on 12 October, VF- 213 inducted 
the first o f ten aircr~ft ~~t~ t h? ACE (Aircraft Conditional 
Evaluation): ·pr,-:>g:ram. Thou.s<"L'ids of dollars were saved and · 
documented b~v' the N3.val Air Rev~orL: Facility by employing 
the ACE Pr;)t;r&.i;l instead of the no.!.~mal PAR cycle . All of' 
this sum could be di r•::ctly a ct;ribut.:;d to the efforts on the 
part of the vr·--· 213 ~ia:i.n~:,:;nance Depa!•t.:ment. 

In Novembe1· the BL:tclc LiOl"'.S bega~1 t heir long a1vai ted 
TOPGUN ACM syllabus . During this syllabl.lS every ail~crew 
flew numerous missions against TOPGUN a dvernar.:!.es perfecting 
their section tactics while employin g the VTAS (Visual 
Target Acquis ition Syst~m) dogfight weapons system. This 
weapons syst~~ all ows the pi lot , with the aid of a special 
helmet, to s l Qve the ru~a~ antenn~ or Sidewinder seeker 
head.~ to h~. ~ own l:i.n -:: oi:' blg!lt a:r:'i :lni t:lf!.te automat~.c r~dar 
o:;." seeker heal! t;Pa ckil!fS f~· ryr.~. a vhn.1.u.l sighti~g. The system 
permits r Cl.l)i f1 ~;e.:.: 'get a.c(.p.:~sJ.<;:to:-1 and expand·~d JUM-7 and 
Alt'tiA·9 l<J.un:; he;-> J.n the dc:>Gf':tght E:nv:lronment . Th:ts weapons 
system has g:!.v-.-,n t. h~., f':lf"n.·:_.:l.ng :;':Lac,k Lions one of the most 
t echnologically adv~~·c0d ~ ~apons system i n the world today. 

During the 0ourse of 1974 , the Black Lions devoted 
t housands of m~;r;hours to the area of formal classroom 
maintenance t rc;ining . 'J:lhis formal training included the 
areas of technical and supervisory Rki l ls , leadership and 
human res ource management . In addition to th~ formal 
classroom traL1h:g:.. thousands of hours we~c>e spent in on
the- job training> whereby older, more e xperienced p ersonnel 
teach the1_r younger sqnad:'."on mates the skills they have 
aquirsd over the y0ars . 

were a ng 
t he last cruise as nugget pilots. these officer~, through 
diligence and ha~d w0rk. hav8 becon~ tleet ~xreriEnced 
pil ots standing ready t0 pass on th~ir knowledge to incoming 
~1 0UlJ.g ~Javal {\_-r.t:1 •. ~tOl'"'S v 

All in all,. J971J provc~c' t c be r~ hirshly sn<:'cessfuJ. yea:(' 
for the Bl~.c i.r. :':,;;j )US of •.r:J··<'13 2;5_-,dng sustenar:,~ f.:> tc ·;:h -~ many 
h - n n+ b . ..., .• .,r .i ...,. f' ' i •. ,_ ,.,- ;. t ··, ·-~g ·:-:-.::.jr F LJ-:-!s ou.r•s spt::! . ...... J.e : .. _nt:.~ .... y~:ig <:L.a 1:-Ja_ .. , < a.~c.. ..... .., .• t;.. _ _ •• ... 

during th~ divs~a!fied op~rations and re cultin~ ~n Bla~k 
Lion aircre-v-:8 &:.o.d maintem~nee persor1:: ~~1 be:i.ng t\ Onsid.~red the 
fjnest in t~1e f.~::ct . 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

FLIGHT HOURS (JAN-DEC 197 4 )_ Af\RESTED LANDINGS 

DAY NIGHT TOTJ\L ---- ---·-
JAN 150.0 105.5 255-5 99 66 
FEB 125.0 42.5 167.5 60 20 
MAR 175.3 . 48. 3 223.6 88 42 
APR 127. 11 31.8 159.2 70 21 
MAY 121.1 . 35. 2 156.3 88 18 
JUN 82.7 3.5 86.2 71 7 
JDL 81.9 9.9 91.8 4 0 
AUG 208.9 141.9 350.8 76 39 
SEP 205.0 7.2 212.2 us 9 
OCT 97.5 15.0 112.0 2 0 
NOV 165.9 23.6 189.5 15 0 
DEC 267.6 C2 .. G 330. iJ, ·---- - 0 0 

TOTAL1808.3 527 2 233:·.5 6"1 '-' "- 222 

AS OF 1 JAN 1974 1?I\p.;::JSFERS: 

F4J 153795 153825 RX FRm.l VF-121 15 OCT 74 
155559 155832 RX FRml VF-121 15 NOV 74 
155563 15589 5 RX FROM 17F-121 19 NOV 74 
155572 155895 OPERATION LOSS 19 NOV 74 
155575 153804 RX FROM VF-121 19 NOV 74 
155732 155807 RX FRm.l VJ:l-121 25 NOV 74 
155876 155786 RX FROM VF-121 3 DEC 74 
155880 155761! RX FROM \'F-121 17 DEC 74 
155881 
155882 

AS OF 31 DEC 1974 f,CE SCHEDuLE OF AIRCRAFT TRANSFERS ----------
F4J 153795 155'764 IH OUT 

153804 155786 
153825 155807 155876 15 OC 1i' 74 30 JAN 75 
155559 155832 
155563 155876 155880 18 o~"c v" 74 6 FEB 75 
155572 155880 
155575 155881 l55fl81 ::0 I~ ocri' 74 26 FEB 75 
155732 l5588'? 

1:;5ilG2 31 OCT 74 26 FEB 75 

155732 12 NOV 711 12 MAR 75 

155572 17 DEC -r 4 IN PROGRESS 
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FIGHTER S~UADicGN 'l'\1/0 ,·_·NS TIIREE 
lY55 - l97'i 

Fighter Squad~on TWO ONE THREE's distinguished history 
began on 22 June 1955 when the squacl.ron was commissioned at 
NAS Moffet Field. The now famous "iJLA·:CK LION" insignia con
sisting of a lion surmounting the constellation Leo against 
the dark nightsky was chosen to depict the courage and ten
acity necessary to perform the squadl"on' s miss ion in the en
vironment in which we work. Assigned the dual: and demanding 
missions of night/all-weather air defense and special weapons 
delivery, the sque.dron was initially equipped with the Mc
dannel F-2H3 Bl\NSHEE. 

Following '"n exbensive training pel'iod, the BLACK LIONS 
joined Air Wing ~"'1JiELVE <e,;1d departed for the Far East on 
board USS BOlJ HOi1iV:E RICHARD (CVA--31) in early August 1956. 
Shortly after their return from a very successful cruise, 
the BLACK L:'ONS b0came one ,_,f the f1rst Navy squadrons to 
receive the F-4D SKYRf'i. 'L.Jic aircraft, then the Navy's 
finest all-weathe~ interceptor, was a radical change from 
the BANSHEE both :in perfor:nance and external appearance. 
At the time of its introduction to the fleet, the F-4D was 
the holder of several worl6 speeci a;1Ci cllmb recoros. 

Deploying aboard USS LEXINGTON ( CVA -16), the BLACK 
LIONS commenced the first of two WES'I'PAC cruises with the 
"Ford." Their return froiJ the Far East in February 1960 
marked the last operational deployment of the SKYRAY to 
the Far East. 

Home again at Moffet Fie 1.d, VF-213 swapped the F-4D 
for the McDonnell F-3H m;;iiQ;-J in 11arch 1960. By November 
1960, fully combat ready wl th their PHI aircraft, the BLACK 
LIONS boarded the USS HANCOCK (CVA-19) for their fourth de
ployment in as many years. neturning in June 1961, the 
Rquadron was shifted to E,~S Y:ira;11ar.> which was destined to 
become "Fighter Town'' hc0s of all ''AIRPAC" fighter aircraft. 
In the various competit:i.Oi:s whi.ah ensued, VF-213 immediately 
distinguished itself as the outstand::.ng all--weather fighter 
squadron. In Octcber of thl'lt year, '1rlth less than ten air
craft aboard, the squadl'on flew over 600 hot;rs. A "missile 
shoot" at Point iVIugu the foJ.lowing month est:tbliched a new 
Pacific Missile Range record for squadron proficiency . 

... p;.:.or~-~oJJr ~-,_- ':,? ,_-'}··.:::16 t:ne -~<-..:- ,·:~:: :r...~IOI~!,j o~1co J.'.J?V:· :J )linO: .for 
hTESTJ?.:=:_c~ ~ agc.:··.:.'"l &.: :-,-:J . .;."d ·us;: H~",F,:.-- ~~s ( c;v·r~--·-J.))" r_i_~::.0 ·_.::rloyment 
was highlighted by partic:\pe<t:;.on :i.n the; ;Ji11tecl 2tates initial 
support operat5.ons in Laos. Prior to tlle.i.r retur:1 to CONUS 
in June, all pilots had qua~.ified &s "Centurions" aboard 
HANCOCK. The next cruise :a, HANCOCK, Jun9·-Dece:nber 1963 
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rang down the curtain on the Dj:i;tliON c..nd the BLACK LIONS 
commenced transition to thr= F-1.; f'U,NtCiVI shortly after re
turning to Miramar. 'l'he :oqu,idc>on was cwsigne~1 a unique 
version of the PHANTO;I, the :r<' .. LfG, conf:F.ining d:J.ta link equip
ment compatible with ~o;hipboa"'d ar.d ai,'horr,e Tactical Data 
Systems. An eigh·ceen month traini,,g and e·raluation period 
followed during whic'J. the BL.i' .. CK L:COE.S ;;ioneered and stan
dardized much of ' .. he Tactic:,l Data Sy.3tem operations in use 
today. The CLACK LTONS' fi:c·3L deploym2nt in l'HAN':::'OllS, which 
commenced in Nove;;;'Jel' 1965 aboard USS I~I'rTY Hf~\iiK (CVA-63), 
was a combat deployment in the Gulf of '.Conkin. In addition 
to continued operational evaluation of the Tactical bata 
Systems, the S']Ue.dron accrued another "First" in the eva
luation of the J\pproach Povrer Compensator System while sup
porting United State~ cornr,;:i:cmeats in North and South Vietnam. 
This d:=ploy:;;er.t ~aari~:ed the first utilization of the F-4 as 
a conventional bombe;~, a rol2 w~.ir.h v•as destined to mark 
the PHANTOIVf as the lh<.ilber- o;:0 aircra:it in the Navy, Air Force 
and Harine im·entc,l'Y. Returning: on j·une 19, 19 66, the 
BLACK LIONS tl"ad,'d ·l;heir F-l+C's fol' the lastest F-4B's, 
again equipped w:c.ch ;opeciali<"'d e~.ecc.!"'mj.c gea£· which re
quired combat ope~·iltiorJ:.:;. cv ·:.uation. 

~lidway throu[l;':1 ';heir sh0rt turnarou;od train:1.ng period, 
the BLACK LIONS op•~l·ating p; oficiency and accomplishments 
were recognized by tr,e rec<2lpt of th0 Chief of Naval Oper
ations Safety Award. In No;;em':ler 1966 we were aboard USS 
KITTY HAWK again heading for what was now a "hot" war in 
the Gulf of Tonkin. Notable among the many accomplishments 
were the destPuct~_o:J of o. Korth Vietnamese "Colt" aircraft, 
the strikes against H1d::)horcg .. Hanoi, Van Dien, Than Hoa and 
the first Unii:;ed States St~·iks against the Mig base at Kep. 

Late June 196'7 fo;.i.1d the r.~J!.Ci\ LIOtiS back at ruramar 
readying themsel·,-·?G for ·t;;-,eL' third cont>ecutive combat 
cruise in less thcF: two ye:.;.rs. Desp:Lt:o, h2o.·1y operating 
schedules and short t1:rnaround periods, the outstanding 
readiness of the BLAC;<; J.:'~Gl>1 S 111as amply evidenced by the 
95.7 received durin~ the AG~i~tst~ative/Material inspection 
co:1ducted just pPior· to c'·.o'C:· .. oy;,,!nt. The soc.~nci consecutive 
Chief of Naval Ope:.c·ations ;:.:·~ .. ~':\: t·:I 1\wP.:-:>t!:i ~re~:;e1:tc-cl to tLe 
BLACK LIONS refle:.: ceci t:1e s!)irLt Ec,J. c·,·npetence of the 
entire squadron. 

Leaving San Diego in Novomber 1967, the E:TcACK LIONS 
arrived on the line tlle 23r·d c;f December, remainir,g there 
unlll 21 February to set a :1cw recol'd foP ccnse>ct:ti ve days 
or. Yankee Station. During th:-,s period, the Squadron flew 
ar. unpr·eceder,ted 16:)3 ho!E'G in ')l7 coElbat sorties. rlay 1968 
ma:eked the anni ve?."';.;r,_:.-·y oi' c~v.r· f'lurth year of PHi\N-J:Gf,"I ~ .. ';>er
ations, primarily i.n tl:::e col.!!ba'c are<~, without a:1 operational 
aaciJ.ent; a period during whi0h ~e ~ave flown over 20,000 
hours and made 6000 carrier lr.mdlnt;s. This is a r-ecord un
equalled by an~· operational squadron and ce:'tai'.<~.\' c~nviod 
by all of t~em. Offl~ial recosnit~on of this performance 
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came once again a$ the BL.AC!C J,IONS received their third 

consecutive Chief of Naval Operations Safety Award at cere

monies on the Ni\S Miran.ar parade grrnE1d shortly after re

turning to San Dircgo in June 1')68. 

After enjoying their· first Christmas at home in four 

years, the BLACI~ ~IONS uc ;::>arted San Diego ccboara USS KITTY 

HAWK for their fourth consecutive Cieployment in the Gulf of 

Tonkin. Despite the ~essat:i.on of bor.'bing ir-, North Vietnam 

VF-213 maintainecl a high tempo of fli,;ht operations both 

in the Gulf of Tonkin ana the Yellow Sea, flying 1897 sorties 

for 3741 flight hours and expending nearly 1000 tons oranance. 

Returning to OOiDS :tn September 1969, the BLI\CK LIONS 

began theJ.r t1·ansition to the F4J, a more powerful and 

sophisticated vercion of the PHI\"!TO/.[ II. After completing 

months of arc:iuo:,s traiuin:: in all ;>bases of F-4 flying, 
VF-213 once agatn ITOVed aboard 'che 'US3 KITTY HI\WK. In 

November 1970, the Hi1:tp and air wing departed for another 

extended deploymeJ,t in the Sout:•ea:3'c Asia wa.c zone. During 

the cruise, the squaG~on :cew hundreds of missions against 

the Ho Chi M:i.nh 'i'ra:tj_ Li L1os, The BLACK LIONS also support

ed the South Vietnamese t.hl'Ust into Laor1 and participated 

in severa.l protec ,; L ve reccc·3tion strikes into north V:tetnam. 

For its efforts, the s1,uac\ron Wets awarde,! the Navy Unit 

Citation and, fur its outstanding safety record, it was 

awarded its fourth Chief of Naval Onerations Safety Award 

on returning tn cm;us. 

After a short and hectic turnarouna, the squadron 

deployecl agaln in USS 1\T'LT·:: HAWK on February 17, 1972 in 

support of U . .'3. w i thU•a;o'a] . During the deployment the BLACK 

LIONS co;1tinued to set r.o >>:c"5s. The squadron's aircrews 
fle1v over 2100 m:l_ssio:,,s a.t'ci. dropped over 1200 tons of or

dnance with seV":-J a:l.rcl.'.cwmen accumuJeti.ng more than 300 

missions each. During the deployment the BLACK LIONS also 

spent a record 188 d·~s on the lice. 

The year c,f 1973 ,_,;;e:, V"'-213 a 1<TAll-dcserved long turn-

around and tr~.1JHi.nv C}iC"J .. .:.. In -<'l.!_~,::·iJ." crf't.-.:r d four month 
ACE prog;rar<1 '.-:;. l'lc' .,~'''"····'·~"'':0': to· 'ir ·'•c;.cn.'t•r--r·"''r~·~oft·:to 

-;JF~~fl!~i .1 
t:", c ;;.~ t l;;:r~- ·,;: 1?~~~"··~-:·:.; -~:,~ ~- ~; -·.:ti~{1S -.. : :)·--~-~- -~:~~-·~ ~;- :-~ ~~L;: ._: _ _<~:-~·f_~---1l1h~ 

new aircraft gave the DLACK LIUNS tl1e ~wst ~d7a:1ced dog

fight capability and <iersHtility availabh in t.re F-4J. In 

November, VF-213 reaucsd 2 ::s inventory to ten a:ircraft in 

accordance wlth the new CY carrier concept; req·J.trements 

and deployel."i aboo.rC TJ08 K:!.:'.i,TY E;.H1K :f'o~e the B~·JACK LIONS 

eighth \tiES'I'Pi~C c;~·c~i.se, Highl igi1ts during the C:·.'ili se in 
eluded participat;:l.ng in A r~~rep01tJer ds.monstrotj.t:;n for the 

Shah of Iran, e:-:··c.sciag "Lh2 Equ2tor enroutc-~ t·J) ~v'i )mbos2, 

Kenya, and visit:Lnr~ the foreign pm."ts of Singapore, ]\~anila, 

Mombasa, and HL'ng Kong. 
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The year of 1974 saw '\IF'- 213 return from hES'I'PAC to NAS 
Miramar in July. After a bloief tuPnaround the BLACK LIONS 
reported aboard USS Al•ICR~CA ( CVA-·66) for the NATO conducted 
exercise "Northern ~~ergo:>.'". After n·t.urning to NAS ~liramar 
in November, th·:c BLACK LIONS are CUl0 "'en tly engaged in a 
rigorous turnaro~nd and training period in anticipation of 
their forthcoming cruise in the summeP of 19'15 

El1C losure ( 1) 



BLACK LION AIRCRAFT HISTO~Y: 

1955 
1957 
1960 
1963 
1966 
1969 

BJUTSHEE 
SKYRAY 
DEJvJON 
PHANTOM 
PH!ll'J'l'0M 
PHANT:m 

F-2H3 
r-4D 
F-3H 
F- 148 
P-·4B 
F-4J 

BLACK LION AIRCRAFT CARRIER HISTORY: 

1955 BO"J HOMME RICHARD 
1959 LEXINGTON 
1960 H<'.!JCOCK 
1965 KITTY HAWK 

BLACK LION HOMEB;:,.sE HISTQ;-,y: 

1955 NAS ~'lOFFET 
19 61 NAS !11RAI,1:<' 'l 

')·} ' ,_ 
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FIGHTER S~'";JUR.i.H~OI\ THr. HUNDRED THIRTEEN 
1!'1""'0 8/l.:-,f ;~·HA.HCISCO ~ 96601 

COMMANDING O?FICERtS BIOGRAPHY 
COMI\iANDEH I~'.'BERT I. HEISNER 

He attended the 
and the u. S. Naval 

Academy, receiving his co~mission as Ensign in July of 1957. 
He was designated a Naval Aviator i~ November 1968. 

His first set of orders as a naval aviator were to VS-23 at 
NAS Los Alamitos> flying the S-2 , where he made one WESTPAC 
cruise aboard the USS YO~~TO\ffl. Completing this tour of 
duty in August 1960 , he was ordered to Anti-gubmarine 
Squad:ron T~·JEN1'Y-FIVE at NAS North lsland, serving as LSO 
and Assistant Operations Officer, flying the S-2F, where he 
also completed h:i.s second HES'l'PAC cruise aboard the USS 
YORKTOV.TN • 

In February of lJb;~ Commander He:l.sner reportad to Carrier 
Anti-submarine G::. ... oup F:U·'1''Z-·1;'IVE where he served as CAG LSO, 
again flying ln the .S-2F a!1d al:3o completing another WESTPAC 
cruise aboard the USS YORY'rOWN. In May of 196 3 Commander 
Heisner reported to NA~:c Patuxent River where he served as 
a test pilot, fl;:ing vari nus types of aircraft including the 
F-1, F-4, F-5, F--6, r,-8 and F-9 . 

Following completion of his tour at Patuxent River, Commander 
Heisner reported to VF-12~ where~ in a training status, he 
completed his transition t0 the F-8 aircra~t. Following 
completion of his training, he reported to YP-53 where he 
served as Administrat :l.ve Officer, r.~aintenance Officer and 
Operations Officer, flying the F-BE . 

In 1968 Commander Heisner :r·eported aboard VX-!4 at NAS Pt. 
Mugu where he serveo. as Naintenance Officer , Chief Projects 
Officer and Officer in Charge of Guided Missile Unit 41. 
Following completion cf his term he reported to VF-124 
where he nssumed the C.u. c :i.~s o l Executive Officer, flying 
the F- 8 Crusader. 

Commander Heisne:::- repol'ted to Fighte:t' Squadron TWO THIRTEEN 
as Executive Officer in Jun(= 1973 at NAS r·lira;r:.:-~r i'lhere the 
squadron wa.s awa.i ting i t.s upcotning cruise. Af~..; o.:::r· '3pending 
a WESTP.AC cruise as Executi-:·G Offj.cer, Commander Heisner 
became the Commanding Officer of Figl"J t2r Squadrc'n rrvm 
THIRTEEN follmdnP.: ceremonie s held abcard NA3 f•1l.c ~;.mar in 
July 1974. -

Commander Heisner is married to tt.e former 
1!1!!!!11!111!!1!11!1111111111111111!11!11••••3.1 d :resic1es with their children, 
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FIGHTER SC:iJADi1:1N 'l'W1 'l'}liRTEEN 
or;~po , , t ... • ";\ .. J ~- · · c··· ·.! '~'· ·· ~601 
J:' u:-\..\11 l·!l. '·'·'' ·.· . . .-vv .:0 

EXECU'l1I\'E o:Vo'J.Cim' S J)IOGRAPHY 
C0i'·1JI1A:ND~R FR.~1.: ;c:cs X. :i':lEZZADRI 

He attended 
2.nd the Naval Aviation Cadet Program, 

receiving his c:Oh"C11ss1on as Ensign in September of 1958. He 
was designated a Naval Aviator in June or 1959. 

His first set of orders as a naval aviator were to VA-125 at 
NAS Moffett Field Khere he u.nderwent training as a fleet 
r eplacement pilot in the A-4C. Completing this tour of duty 
in May of 1960, he was ordered to VA-192 at NAS Lemoore, 
serving a2 Legal and Spc-d.al Wea.pc,'.'ls Loading Officer, flying 
the A-.l~C, whn:."e ha also completed two vJESTPAC cruises aboard 
the USS BON HOMI-'!E RICHARD. 

In January of 196], COiiltlander Me-zzadr::!. reported to the Pacific 
Missile Hange c.:l; NAS Pt, ~ i-<:,gu ~~·ur a one year tour of duty as a 
test pilot. In Dece::i:·21' ·:·l' 1963, Commander T4ezzadri began his 
three year tour of duts flyi ng with the Blue Angels in the 
F-11 Tiger. 

Following compl~tion of his tour with the Blue Angels, Commander 
Mezzadri reported to VF-96 at ~AS Miramar where he completed a 
wartime WESTPAC cruise aboard USS A-MERICA flying the F-4B. In 
March of 1972, after receiving his BA degree in Foreign Affairs 
from the U.S. Naval Poatg::ouduate School at Monterey, Commander 
Mezzadri reported aboard the USS MIDWAY for a one year tour of 
duty with CVVT-5. 

Commandel' r-1ezzad.ri reported to Fighter Squadron TWO THIRTEEN as 
Executive OfficP.r in July of 1974 at NAS Miramar following a 
short tour of Guty with VF-126 and t:~'.:tnaition to the F-4J in 
VF-121 at NAS Mira;nar. 
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